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FRAGMENTS OF COPTIC AND GREEK 
~ 

PAPYRI FROM KOM ICHKAW 

Among the different fragments of papyri which are 

kept in the stores of the Egyptian Museum of Cairo, there 

are some in Coptic and Greek, were chosen and photogra­

phed. They were a result of certain excavations before 

1940 at Korn Ich~aw (Ichkaou) in Upper Egypt. 

Korn Ic~aw (J1.a:.1 rI) is a village near by Tahta 

(Look at the map) on the left bank of the River Nile and 

is lying in the western side inland. Gardiner (A.H.) told 

us that a multitude of Greek-papyri was discovered at 

(JI.A.!\ i I) :((om Ishl.rnw some six km. measured by the 

River Nile upstream from ~aw (Antaeopolis) on the 

opposite bank. He has proved that it is the site of 

Ptolemy's Aphrodites (polis), the Aphrodito of the 

Byzantine Papyri and the ( Tx.xrooy) or ( x.xrooy) of the 

Copts. (1) ~ 

The different names of the site were as follows : 

(1) (Per-Zbaoui) this name is told by Ramzi (M.). (2) 

But Gauthier (H.) wrote a phrase in Hieroglyph 

which is related to it : -

. ~ ~ ---} .~ q] ~ Q.iat ntr nt Zab (?) nib tb (?) 

'Le temple du <lieu Zab ( ?) seigneur de Tb ( ?)' 

(1) Gardiner T. Il - Page 56. 

(2) Ramzi : Vol. IV Page 136 
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nom du temple consacre au <lieu Zab (?) dans la met­

ropole du Xe ( dixieme) nome de Haute Egypte(Aphrodlto­

pole, aujourd' hui, Korn Ichagaou {3) ). 

I 

Gauthier (H.) thought that it is the temple of god 

(Zab ?) Lord of Theb {?) (c::Kom Ichqaw). 

(2) Cerny (J) told us that TXk(l)oi', less often XkoooT, 

once TwKoocr and X£kooT probably from TwTkroo-5' 

( <Tow-Tkro01r), 'nome of Tkou, .... TkcooT=() . .A.!.I ~I).J 

(Korn) Ishkaw, on the west bank of the River Nile most 

opposite Qaw-el-Kebir. (4). 

(3) The name (Tbi) is a civil name for Korn Ichqaw 

Ich~aw. Its hieroglyphic origin is : 

Q ~ tbou (t)/; 00 ;, 

lJ ; tb (~) / = the town of the sandals (?) (5) La ville 

des sandales (?). cf ~ j Cl a Coptic Tooy, ewoyL (6) 

This name, (the town of the sandals), shows us that 

there were sandal-makers ( ?) in it. 

(4) This name, (.JlA.!-1 r ..f){Kom Ichqaw or Korn Ichgaw 

is originally the religious name. It is composed of : -

(a) A Greek word (Kom)=KffiJ.lTJ (=a village) (7). 

(3) Gauthier : T. IV Page 103 

(4) 
v 
Cerny: Page 358 

(5) a. Ramzi op. cit. 

b. Gauthier op. cit. 

(6) Gauthier op. cit. Page 75 

(7) Liddell - Inter - Page 460 (a) 

11 
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(b) Ichqaw (.JU:.1) is the corruption of the words 

(l)W· i\; 
sbt w10t ( Sokhit Ouazit -Sokhit Wagat) 

The field (s) of the goddess Wadjat 

(2) ~ L] ~ ~~ @ 

gw ~a y (Dw ]}:a) 

(Kopt. Tooy : Twoy; K~1£ : KM) 

The high mountain coptic Tkwo = (~:(JI) .Jli (11) 

In short that site was the capital of the tenth nome 

where goddess wagt (the uraeus) was worshipped in the 

pharaonic period. (12) But Gardiner (A.) told us that 

wagt (pi-Edjo-Pr wagt) 

c::J V ~ House of Wag t 
I U a~{ 

was identified as goddess I:Iathor, the Egyptian coun­

terpart of Aphrodite (of the Ptolemaic i:eriod) (13). 

( 8 ) a. Gauthier op. cit. T. V Page 52. 

(9) 

(10) 

(11) 

(12) 

(13) 

b. Op. cit. T. VI Page 75 

c. Op. cit. T. I Page 181. 

Badawi - Kees - Pages 228, 48. 

Ibid. - Pages 293 ; 253 (with different det.) 

Gauthier op. cit. T. V Page 153. 

a. Gauthier op. cit. T. II - P. 65, T.V - Ps. 52, 56 

b . Ramzi op cit. - P. 136. 

Gardiner, op. cit. 

• 
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The Upper Egyptian nome number twelve was 
separated from the tenth. The capital of the twelveth was 
Avtaiou' (Antaeopolis-or Kaw ElKebir-.i;f.Jl Jli), nowadays 
is called El (Otmania (4::i~..J1)-Markaz El-Badary (Asiut 
Province) (14). 

This means that in the Ptolemaic period goddess 
Aphrodite (or Venus) was worshipped here as if it was 
1.Jatl;ior. Korn Ichkaw became Aphroditopolis in that 
period. B tit Korn Ichkaw in the 6th Century as 'Acr poBo"tTJ\; 
K6~11) was in the Antaeopolite nome. In the 8th Cent. 
under the Arab rule, we find another change (Kroi'11 
'AcppoBL"tcb) forms separate pagarchy, and ('Avi:mo 
km 'AnoJ...J...wvo; combined at least temporarily to form 
another pagarchy. It was never itself called (' Ano/...J...rovo\;), 
but only Heptakomia CEni:akco~L<x) (=seven villages): 
The nome was called (Appolonopolite and is well attested 
in the papers of the strategus Appollonius (15). 

In this respect one can say that Korn Ichgaw equals 
(Kro~ri) (Wagt-gw-~ay). The two hieroglyphic . words 
(Wagt) the name of (the local goddess) and (gw) which 
means (mountain) were similar in pronunciation. The 
hieroglyphic ~ay) which means (high) together with 
the other two words were amalgamated and . became 
Ichgaw. 

(14) a. Ramzi op. cit. 
b. Gardiner op. cit. Pages 56 - 58. 

(15) Gardiner op. cit. T. II p. 56-58. 

( 
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II 

DESCRIPTION AND DIMENSION 

(A) Coptic Texts 

(1) Two pieces 

(a) one fragment 

Dimensions : 

Length 29 . 5 cm 

Width 9. cm at one extreme 
7 .4 cm at the other extreme. 

Recto : parts of ten lines. 

Verso : nothing. 

(Plate No. I) 

(Plate No. II) 

(b) It contains three fragments which are put together 

Dimensions :-
Length 28 .9, 20 .4, 4.9 

Width 5. 5, 4 .9, 4. 8 

Recto parts of four lines. 

Verso a part of one line. 

(2) A · fragmentary piece 

Dimensions :­
Length 30 cm. 

cm 

cm. 

Width 17 .5 cm., 19.4 cm, 17 .2cm. 

(Plate No. I) 

(Plate No. II) 

Verso : parts of thirteen lines most of t1'em are in­
visible. They are going from left to right horizontally. 

(Plate No. III) 

Recto : Parts of twenty lines, most of them are 
visible and are going vertically. (Plate No. IV) 



(3) A fragmentary piece 

Dimensions : 

Length 19 cm. 
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Width 16.9 cm, 16.5, 16.7 cm 

Recto : Parts of three lines. 
(Plate No. V) 

Verso : Parts of four lines (other lines are invisible) 
(Plate No. VI) 

(4) A fragmentary piece. 

Dimensions : 

Length : 30, 30 . 1 cm. 

Width : 22.1, 21.4 cm. 

Recto : Parts of twenty seven lines (Some words . 
are invisible). 

N.B . . The Coptic sign at the beginning of the first 
line is the monogram of Jesus Christ (16) 

Verso : Eight lines (?) 

(5) Six fragments. 

(a) a small fragment. 

Dimensions : 

Length 

Width 

Recto 

Verso 

14. S, 13 . 8 cm. 

1.4, 1.s cm 

Parts of two lines. 

no inscriptions. 

(Plate No. VII) 

(Plate No. VIII) 

(Plate No. IX) 

(Plate No. X) 

(16) Cf. a) Ency. Br. Vol. VI Pages 811, 812-Cross. 
b) Larousse (Petit XIV-Tir.) - Paris 1963 - Page 209 (Chrisme) 

-7-

(b) a small fragment 

Dimensions 

Length 

Width 

Recto 

Verso 

6.5, 7, 4.3 cm. 

2.s, 2.2, 4.3 cm. 

Parts of three lines. 
(the middle one reads 
£np~!!J'° ...... ) 

No inscriptions. 

(c) A small fragment. 

Dimensions: 

Length : 4.6, 4.S cm. 

Width 1 .6, 1.s cm. 

(Plate No. IX) 

(Plate No. X) 

Recto Parts of two lines, the second one reads 

(Plate No. IX) 

Verso No inscriptions. 
(Plate No. X) 

(d) A· small fragment. 

Dimensions : 

Length : 4 .2, 3. S cm. 

Width 1.s, 2.2 cm. 

Recto Two lines, most of them are invisible. 

(Plate No. IX) 

Verso Some letters from one line. 
(Plate No. X) l 
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(e) A small fragment. 

. Dimensions : 

Length : 3.5, 3.5 cm. 

Width 1 .8, 1 .9· cm. 

Recto Parts of two lines. 

Verso No inscriptions (?) 

(Plate No. IX) 

(Plate No. X) 

(f) The largest piece among the six pieces, is a 
fragmentary piece. 

Dimensions : 

Length : 15 .I , 2?. 5, 19. 8 cm. 

Width 14 .1, 29 .2, 24. 5 cm. 

Recto Parts of twenty lines some parts are washed 
away. 

(Plate No. IX) 

Verso : Parts of thirty four lines 
(Plate No X) 

(6) A fragmentary piece. It seems that it is a part of 
a book. The inscriptions are on the left hand side 
of the Recto, but the Verso is blank. 

Dimensions 

Eastern Side 14. 9 cm. 

Western Side 22. 5 cm. 

Northern Side 30.7 cm. 

Southern Side 28 . 5 cm. 
c 

Recto : Parts of fifteen lines. 

Verso : No inscriptions. 

(Plate No. XI) 
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(7) Two pieces. 

(a) A fragmentary piece . 

Dimensions : 

Length : 6. 4 cm. 

Width 31 cm. 

Recto : four lines 

Verso : No inscriptions. 

(b) A very decayed piece. 

Dimensions : 

Length : 28 .5, 27, 24 cm. 

Width 11, 9 cm. 

Recto : parts of thirteen lines . 

N.B. 

(Plate No. XII) 

The letters of the eleventh line are clearer and 
probably are inscribed by another writer. (?) 

(Plate No. XII) 

Verso : No inscriptions. 

(8) A decayed piece· 

Dimensions : 

Length: 29.7, 28.5 cm. 

Width 19. , 15. cm. 

Recto twenty-five lines. 
(Plate No. XIII) 

Verso : No inscriptions. 



-10-

(9) Seven papyrus fragments (one of them is whitish-g). 

(a) a small fragment. (17) 

Dimensions : 

Width up 
middle 

(Plates Nos. XIV and XV) 

20.5 cm. 

down 15. cm. 
tl7) 

Length : right 
middle 
left 

21. CID• 

7.7 
7.7 
4. 

cm. 
cm. 
cm. 

Recto Parts of seven lines. 

Line No. l , 

... .u.nno<rT£ ~ip~w £.u.~ T£ -x£ ~ T£I.u.£ £n£c ocr-x~·i •.. .u. ••. 

Verso : Parts of two lines. 

{b) A very tiny fragment. 

Dimensions : 

(17) 
Length : right 1.1 CID• 

left 1.1 cm. 
Width up 0.6 cm. 

down 0 .4 cm. 

Recto : parts of letters. 

Verso : parts of letters· 

(Plate No. XIV) 

(Plate No. XV) 

(Plate No. XIV) 

(Plate No. XV) 

(17) Dimensions start from the right handside of the reader. 

-11-

(c) A very tiny fragment. 

Dimen~ions : 

Length up 1 . cm. 

down 1.3 cm. 
(17) 

Width right 0.6 CID• 

left 0.5 cm. 

Recto p~ (W£) ? 
(Plate No. XIV) 

Verso parts of two letters. 
(Plate No XV) 

{d) A tiny fragment. 

Dimensions : 

Length : up 3.4 cm. 

down 3.5 cm. 
(17) 

·Width right 0.9 cm. 

left 0.5 cm. 

Recto : traces of black ink. 
(Plate No. XIV) 

Verso : parts of two letters 
(Plate No. XV) 

(e) A fragmentary piece. 

Dimensions 

Width up 14. cm. 

middle 30 . cm. 

down 12.7 cm. 

(17) See Page 10. 
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Length : right 9.8 cm. 

middle 10 . 7 cm. 

left 4.6 cm. (17) 
Recto : parts of 8 lines. The majority of them are 

washed away. 
Line No. 2 reads. 

.•• No1f'f£ pwu.£ mu. £'f£ffi 01fWUJ£ •.• 

Line No. 3 reads. 

Verso : Parts of 14 Lines. The Lower ones are 
Signatures (?) 

(f) A tiny fragment, but it seems that it accomplishes 
No. (e) 

Dimensions 

Length up 2. cm. 
middle 2.5 cm. 
down 1.6 cm. 
(17) 

Width right 1.2 cm. 
left 0.5 cm. 

Recto a Part of one line. 

Verso Parts of four lines. 

(Plate No. XIV) 

(Plate No. XV) 
N.B. fragments number a, b, c, d, e and f accom­

plish each other and they were parts of one piece ( ?) 

(g) A fragmentary piece whiter than the other six 
fragments. lt is not of fine quality. The writing 
is very cursive. 

(17) Sec Page 10. 
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Dimensions : 

(17) 

Length: right 6.6 cm. 

middle 15. cm. 

left 03. cm . 

Width up 6A cm. 

middle 8.3 cm. 

down 6.7 cm. 

Recto Parts of 13 lines 

Verso Parts of 7 lines. 

(10) Three fragments 

(a) Dimensions : 

Width : up 21.6 cm. 

middle 31.5 cm. 

down 31.2 cm. 

Length : (17) 

Recto 

Verso 

right 9.2 cm. 

middle 9 .2 cm. 

left . 5.2 cm. 

Parts of 11 Lines 

Parts of 13 Lines 

(17) Sec Page 10. 

(Plate No. XIV) 

(Plate No. XV) 

(Plate No. XVI) 

(Plate No. XVII) 
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(b) Dimenli;ions 

Width : up 30.6 cm. 
down 30.2 cm. 

(17) 
Length : right 5.2 cm. 

Left 3.4 cm. 

Recto two lines 

Verso Parts of one line 

(~) Dimensions 

(Plate No. XVI) 

(Plate No. XVII) 

Width : up ,23. cm middle 23.3 cm 

down 23.2 cm. 

(17) 
Length : right 5.2 cm 

middle 5.6 cm. 
Left 5.5 cm. 

Recto Parts of 8 lines. 

Verso no inscriptions 

(11) Two fragmentary pieces 

(a) Dimension~ : 

Width : up 5.2 cm 
down 5.1 cm. 

(17) 
Length : right 6.6 cm. ' 

middle 7. cm. 
Left 6.9 cm. 

(17) Sec Page 10. 

(Plate No. XVI) 

(Plate No. XVII) 

-
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Recto Parts of six lines 
(Plate No. XVIII) 

Verso a Part of one line. 

(b) Dimensions : 

\\idth : up 9.5 cm. 

middle 9 .5 cm. 

down 8.6 cm. 

(17) 
Length : right 5.5 cm. 

Recto 

middle 9.6 cm. 
Left 9.2 cm. 

Parts of 11 Lines. 

(Plate No. XIX) 

Verso 
(Plate No. XVIII) 

traces of black ink ( ?) 

(12) A fragmentary piece 

Dimensions : 

Width : up 6.5 cm. 

extreme width 21.5 cm. 
down 17 .8 cm. 

(17) 
Length : right 13.5 cm. 

extreme length 20.5 cm. 
left 03.5 cm. 

Recto Parts of ten Lines. 

Verso no inscriptions. 

(17) Sec Page 10. 

(Plate No. XIX) 

(Plate No. XX} 

• I 
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(13) Four fragments 

(a) the largest one is a fragmentary piece. 

Dimensions : 

Width: up 20.7 cm. 
extreme width 24.2 cm. 

down 24. cm 

(17) 

Length: right 10.5 cm. 

Recto 

Verso 

extreme length 10.5 cm. 

left 7. cm. 

Parts of fourteen lines 

Parts of ten lines. 

(b) a fragmentary Piece. 

Dimensions : 

· Width : up 27. cm. 
extreme width 27. cm. 

down 20. cm. 

(17) 

Length: right 2.5 cm. 

Recto 

extreme length 2.5 cm. 

left 1.5 cm. 

Parts of three lines. 

(Plate No. XXI) 

(Plate No. XXII) 

Verso 

(Plate No. XXI) 

Parts of three lines, most of them are 
washed away. 

(Plate No. XXII) 

(17) Sec Page 10. 
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(c) Small fragment. 

Dimensions : 

Width : up 3.5 cm. 

extreme width 4. cm. 

down 3.9 cm. 

(17) 

Length : right 2. cm. . 

Recto 

Verso 

· extreme length 2. cm. 

left 1.9 cm. 

rare traces of ink. 

rare traces of ink. 

(d) A very tiny fragment. 

Dimensions : 

Width ·: up 1. cm 

extreme width 1.2 cm. 

down 1.2 cm. 

(17) 

Length : right 2. cm. 

Recto 

Verso 

extreme length 2. cm. 

left 2. cm. 

rare traces of ink. 

rare traces of ink. 

(Plate No. XXI) 

(Plate No. XXII) 

(Plate No. XXI) 

(Plate No. XXII) 

(17) Sec Page 10. 

... 
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(14) A fragmentary piece, some parts are missing. 

Dimensions : 

Width up 28.8 cm. 

extreme width 29.4 cm. 

down 29. cm. 

(17) 
Lengtlv: right 20. cm. 

Recto 

extreme length 20. cm. 

left 18. cm. 

Parts of twenty eighth lines. Some of 
them are washed away. · 

(Plate No. XXIII) 

Verso :.. Parts of fifteen lines of very Jight ink. 
tPlate No. XXIV) 

(15) A. f~agmentary piece. Some of its parts are 
m1ssmg. 

Dimensions 

Width : up 28.5 cm. 
extreme width 29.5 cm. 
down 29.4 cm. 

(17) 
t ength : right 21.5 cm. 

Recto 

Verso 

extreme length 23.5 cm. 
left 23.5 cm. 

Parts of twenty lines. Some of them are 
washed away, and some letters are mis::ing. 

(Plate No. XXV) 

Parts of eight lines ( ?) mos · of hem are 
washed away. 

(Plate No. XXVI) 

(17) Sec Page 10. 

' I 

•. 
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(16) A fragmentary piece. 

Dimensions 

17. 

Width vp 28 cm. 

extreme width 29 . 5 cm. 

down 28. 5 cm. 

l17) 
Length : right 21 . 5 cm. 

Recto 

Verso 

extreme length 21. 5 cm. 

left 18 cm. 

oarts of twenty-five lines. Some letters 
~re washed away and others are mlssmg. 

(Plate No. XXVII) 

parts of eight lines. Some let~er~ are 
washed away and others are m1ssmg. 

(Plate No. XXVIII) 

A fragmentary piece. 

Dimensions : 

, 

Width up 21. 5 cm. 
extreme width 27. cm. 
down 23. cm. 

(17) 
Length : right 27. cm. 

Recto 

extreme length 32. cm 
left 31. 4 cm. 

parts of twenty-nine lines. Some words 
are .washed away and others are missing. 

(Plate No. XXIX) 

Verso : No inscriptions. 

(17) Sec Page 10. 

' 
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18. Five fragments. 

(a) A fragmentary piece. 

Dimensions : 

Width : 

Length: 

Recto 

up 24. cm, 
extreme width 30. cm. 
down 29 . cm. 

(17) 

tig~t 17. 5 cm. 

extreme length 17. 8 cm. 

left 17. cm. 

parts of nineteen lines. Some words are 
missing. 

(Plate No. XXX) 

Verso Most of the inscriptions are washed away, 
others are missing. 

I 

(b) A small fragment. 

Dimensions : 

Width : up 2.9 cm. 
extreme width 3. cm. 
down 3. cm. 

{17) 
Length : right 3. 5 cm. 

Recto 

extreme length 3. 5 cm. 
left 3. cm. 

parts of three lines. 

(Plate No. XXXI) 

Verso 
(Plate No. XXX) 

most of the inscriptions are washed away. 
(Plate No. XXXI) 

(17) Sec Page 10. 

I ' 
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(c) A tiny fragment. 

Dimensions 

Width 

Length : 

Recto 

Verso 

up 1. 8 cm. 
extreme width 2. 8 cm. 
down 1. cm. 

(17) 
right I . 8 cm. 
extreme length 2. 8 cm. 
left 1. 2 cm. 

two letters. 

traces of black ink. 

(d) A very tiny fragment. 

Dimensions : 

(Plate No, XXX) 

(Plate No. XXXI) 

Extreme width 2. 2 cm. 
Extreme Length 0. 8 cm. 

Recto : four letters. 

Ver so : traces of black ink 

(e) A very small fragment. 

Dimensions : 

Extreme width 0. 9 cm. 
Extreme length 3. cm. 

(Plate No. XXX) 

(Plate No. XXXI) 

Recto rare letters from three lines. 
(Plate No. XXX) 

Verso traces of black ink. 
(Plate No. XXXI) 

(17) Sec Page 10. 



/ 
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19. Two fragments 

(a) A fragmentary piece. 

Dimensions : 

Width : up 13. cm. 
extreme middle 16. 5 cm. 
down 16. 5 cm. 

(17) 
Length : right 13. 9 cm. 

extreme length 14. cm. 
left 13. 2 

(Plate No. XXXII) 
Re'cto : parts of twenty-two ·lines. Some letters 

are missing. 
(Plate No. XXXII) 

Verso : parts of seven lines and traces of black ink: 
!Plate No. XXXIII) 

(b) A small fragment. 

Dimensions : 

Width : up 2. cm. 
extreme width 2. 5 cm. 
down 2.5 cm. 

(Plate No. XXXIII) 

(17) 
Length . : right 12. cm. 

extreme length 14. cm. 
left 13 .2 cm. 

(Plate No. XXXIII) 
Recto traces of black ink. 

(Plate No. XXXIII) 
Verso traces of very light ink. ( 

(Plate No. XXXII) 

(17) Sec Page 10. 

-23-

20. A fra~mentary piece. 

Dimensions : 

Width : up 15.5 cm. 
extreme width 22 . cm. 
down 19 .2 cm. 

(17) 
Length : right 6. 8 cm. 

' extreme length 20.1 cm. 
left 1-8.4 cm. 

Recto parts of thirteen lines. Some lines are 
washed away, some others are missing. 

(Plate No. XXXIV) 

Ver so : no inscriptions . 

21. A fragment. 

Dimensions : 

Width : up 9 .2 cm. 
extreme width 15. cm. 
down 13. cm. 

tl7) 
Length : right 12. S cm. 

extreme length 13. cm. 
left 8. cm. 

Recto (I) The first line reads 
~nok ki'pi~koc. 

(2) Other words are scattered in a very 
cursive handwriting. Perhaps signa­
tures of certain persons. 

(Plate No. XXXV) 

(17) Sec Page 10. 

II 
I 
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Verso 
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scattered words in five lines. 
Perhaps signatures. 

lPlate No. XXXVI) 

(BJ Greel Texts 

Two fragmentary pieces. -

(a) A small fragment 

Dimensions 

Width : up 7.5 cm. 

Length: 

Recto 

Verso 

extreme width 7. 5 cm. 
down 7.5 cm. 
(17) 
right 5.7 cm. 
extreme length- 6. 
left 5. 

parts of seven lines. 

no inscriptions. 

cm. 
cm. 

(Plate No. XXXVII) 

(Plate No. XXXVllI) 

(b) The larger fragment 

Dimensions : 

Width : up 10. 
extreme width 10. 
down 10. 

(17) 
Length: right 7. 

cm. 
cm. 
cm. 

cm. 
extreme length 7. cm. 
left 6 .6 cm. 

Recto 

Verso 

parts of ten lines. Some letters are washed 
away. 

a part of one line. 
(Plate No. XXXVII) 

(Plate No. XXXVIII) 

(17) Sec Page 10. 
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2. A fragmentary piece of papyrus. 

Some parts are missing. It contains many letters 
and illegible words. The writing is very cursive and 
scattered throughout the piece. It seems that it is some 
sort of a recipe ( ?) 

Dimensions 

Width up 38.5 cm. 

extreme width 39. cm. 

down 38. 5 cm. 

(17) . 
Length : right 25.1 cm. 

Recto 

extreme length 25 . 5 cm. 

left 24. cm. 

parts of twenty-five lines. 

(Plate No. XXXIX) 

Verso : no inscriptions 

3. A fragment. 

Dimensions : 

Width : up 11 .5 cm. 
extreme width 11 . 8 cm, 
down 9.7 cm. 

(17) 
Length: right 9.2 cm. 

extreme length 9. 5 cm. 
left 9.2 cm. 

Recto parts of ten lines. 

Verso no inscriptions. 

(17) Sec Page 10. 

(Plate No. XL) 
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4 . Five fragments of papyrus. 

(a) It is composed of two fragments. one of them 
is a very tiny one. 

Dimensions 

Width up 15.5 cm. 

extreme width 15 . 5 cm. 

down 15.2 cm. 

(17) 
Length : right 6.5 cm. 

Recto 

Verso 

extreme length 7 . cm. 

left 7. cm. 

parts of seven lines. 

no inscriptions. 

(b) A fragmentary piece. 

Dimensions 

Width up 9.5 cm. 
extreme width 10.4 cm. 
down 10. cm. 
(17) 

Length : right 8. cm. 

Recto 

Verso 

extreme 1ength 8. 2 cm. 
left 8. cm. 

parts of five lines. 

no inscriptions. 

(17) Sec Page 10. 

(Plate No. XLI) 

(Plate No. XLII) 

(Plate No. XLI) 

(Plate No. XLII) 
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( c) A very small fragment. 

Dimensions : 

Recto 

Verso 

extreme width 5. cm, 

extreme length 1 . 5 cm. 

some letters 

no inscriptions 

(Plate No. XLI) 

(Plate No. XLII) 

( d) A small fragment. 

Dimensions 

Width up 11 .5 cm. 

extreme width 12. 5 cm. 

down 12. cm. 

(17) 
Length : right 4.1 cm. 

Recto 

· Verso 

extreme length 4. 5 

Left ~. cm. 

parts of five lines. 

no inscriptions 

cm. 

(e) A fragmentary piece. 

Dimensions : 

Width : up 7.4 cm. 

extreme width 10. 3 cm. 

down 3. cm. 

(17) Sec Page 10. 

(Plate No. XLI) 

(Plate No. XLII) 
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(17) 
right 4 . 5 cm. 
extreme length 6 . cm. 
left 5.5 cm. 

Recto . par ts of five lines. 

Verso : traces of some letters. 

/ 

(P:ate No. XLI) 

(Plate No. XLII) 
5. Three fragmentary pieces. 

(a) A small fragment. 

Dimensions : 

Width : up 8. cm. 
extreme width 8. 2 cm. 

down 2 .5 cm. 
(17) 

Length : right 7.5 
extreme length 15 . 
Left 15. 

cm. 
cm. 
cm. 

Recto 

(N.B.) (including t~e inscription) 
parts of twelve lines. 

Verso no inscriptions. 

(b) A small fragment. 

Dimensions : 

Width : up 5.5 cm. 
extreme width 7 . 2 cm. 
down 4.5 cm. 

(17) Sec Page 10. 

(Plate No. XLIII) 
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(17) 
Length : right 14. cm. 

extreme length 14 .1 cm. 

left 12.s cm. 

Recto Parts of twelve lines. 
(Plate No. XLIII) 

Verso : no inscriptions. 

(c) A fragmentary piece. 

Dimensions 

Width up 13.2 cm. 

extreme width 13 .2 cm. 
down 12 .1 cm. 

(17) 
Length : right 14. cm. 

Recto 

Verso 

extreme length 14. 

left 13. 

cm. 

cm. 

parts of sixteen lines. 

no inscriptions. 

(17) Sec Page 10. 

(Plate No. XLIII) 
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EPIGRAPHY AND APPENDIX 

(A) 

Quibell (J.E.) (18) told us that the villagers while con­
structing a tomb ( fasguyeh - :;~ ) on the edge of the 
Muslim Cemetery early in year 1901, they found a large 
mass of papyrus of about two metres, The mass of papy­
rus was laid in an ancient house, It was between two 
mats, a mat was above it and another one was below it. 
The villagers called that papyrus, banana leaf. In that 
time the brother of the Omdeh (the mare) did know its 
value and seized the greater part of what had been found. 
The chief of the guards took some more and nearly every­
one in the village had a sample. 

Some dealers at Terna, Luxor and Ekhmim purchased 
some good pieces. These pieces came to light when one of 
Cairo dealers purchased them. They were large rolls and 
in good condition. They form accounts of the VII th. 
Century A.D. The Inhabitants of Korn Ishgau told Qui­
bell (.!.E.) that some of the papyrus were written in Arabic. 

The policemen tried to seize the papyri, but they could 
not, because the farmer& hid some and other burnt the 
rest. 

QuibelI was sent to excavate for eighteen days in early 
1901. He had discovered many things (19) including num­
erous fragments of Coptic papyrus. Then Quibell ·con­
cluded that the findings were of about the date 600 A.D. 

(18) Quibell (J.E.) (Excavations-at) Korn Ishgau - ASAE Tome III - 1902 -
(Pages 85 - 88 - with two plates). 

(19) Remains of : 
(a) Houses (one of them with a complete window).. 

(b) Greek and Coptic Ostraca. 

(c) Numerous fragments of papyrus . 

(d) Different types of Pottery. 

(e) Wooden things as: a box, a woQden hammer and weaYers' combs , .. etc .. . 
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(B) 

(1) The things(20) found by James E. Quibell seem to 
be kept in the Egyptian Museum. Then most of them 
were transferred to the Coptic l\IJ.useum because some 
fragments of the papyrus found by Quibell in 1901 are ex­
hibited at the Manuscript Library of the Coptic Museum. 

(2) Other fragments of Coptic Papyrus which were 
found at the same site by Lebfevre in 1921, are exhibited 
at the aforesaid Library. 

(3) Other fragments were found at the same site, on 
f 31 112 ) Th f the 3lst o December, 1937 - (J.E. 1973 - 1- • ose o 

Lebfevre and these which were found in 1937, were 
transferred to the Coptic Museum by a certain permiss~ 
ion of Dr. Drioton (21) (E.) on January 4th, 1938. 

(C) 

Dr. Mac Coull (L.S.B.) (22) mentioned that some texts 
which are exhibited in the Coptic Museum that they are 
from the second find at Aphrodito (1901) and belong to 
the sixth cent.. (A.D.), They are four letters, a harvest 
contract and a fragment of a poem by Dioscorus ? 

(D) 

First preliminary study of the fragments kept in the 
Egyptian Museum under N°. 3733 special Register (23) 

which are our subject matter seemed to contain letters, 
contracts, recipes, complaints, lists and other subjects. 

(H. Messiha). 

* 
* * 

(20) Hoping to write in future about them in detail. 
(21) He was the General Director of the Egyptian Antiquities Department. 
(22) Mac Coull (L.S.l\.) ! Documentary texts from Apbrodito in the Coptic 

Museum - Studia Orientalia Christiana Aegyptiaca - Cairo. 
(Ext. de • SOC.) Collectanea N°. 16. 1981 (P. 199 -- 206) . ). 
(23) Egyptin Museum - Section N° 6 R. 2 East. 

Serial number 
of Foll. 

1. R.V. 

2. R.V. 

3 . R.V. 

4. R.V. 

s. R.V. 

6. R. -

7 . R. -

8. R. -

9. R.V. 

10. R.V. 

11. R .V. 

12· R. -

13. R.V. 

14. R.V. 

15. R.V. 

16. R.V. 

17. R. -

18. R.V. 

19. R.V. 

20. R. -

21. R.V. 
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I 

(A.) 

Coptic 

Serial number 
of (S.R. 3733 

E. Mus.) 

4 

7 

9 

10 

25 

36 

37 

38 

39 

40 

30 

35 

26 

8 

12 

11 

17 

34 

41 

42 

46 

Plates 

I. II 

III. IV 

V. VI 

VII, VIII 

IX. X 

X1 

XII 

XIII 

XIV. XV 

XVI, XVll 

XVlll, XIX 

xx 
XXI, XXII 

XXIII. XXIV 

XXV. XXVI 

XXVII, XXVIII 

XXIX 

XXX, XXXI 

XXXII. XXXllI 

XXXIV 

XXXV, :XXXVI 



Serial number 

of Foll. 

1. R. V. 

2. R. -

3. R. -

4 . R. V 

- 5. R. -
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JI 

(B. ) 

Greek 

Serial number Plates 
of (S.R. 3733 E. Mus.) 

29 X:XXVII, XXXVIII 

5 XXXIX 

44 XL, 

45 XLI, XLII 

23 XLIII. 

·r 
I 
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